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	Uruguay 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with an amendment to the Health section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· The risk of crime is generally low throughout Uruguay, but you should show greater awareness in and around Montevideo.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism

The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read the “Security and General Tips” and “Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas” pages of the FCO website for further information and advice.

Crime

Street crime exists in Montevideo, but is usually restricted to handbag snatching and pick-pocketing. Muggings and robberies (occasionally armed) do sometimes occur, but increased police patrols in Montevideo’s port and old town areas have helped reduce street crime.

Other parts of Uruguay, including Punta del Este, are considered relatively safe, but you are nevertheless advised to remain alert and take sensible precautions.

Political Situation

Uruguay is a stable multi-party democracy.  There are no current, active threats to political stability.

Road Safety

The standard of roads in Uruguay varies. The main toll road to Punta del Este is good and well marked. Elsewhere many roads are in reasonable condition while some are in poor condition and require drivers to take extra care.

Driving standards in Uruguay are not high. You should be aware that traffic is disorganised. Drivers often change lane and make unexpected turns without indicating. Stop signs, traffic lights and speed limits are frequently ignored.

If you are intending to drive in Uruguay you will require a valid UK or international driving license to hire a car.

Car crime is common in Montevideo. You should try to park in a well-lit area, always remembering to lock your car and avoid leaving luggage, personal documents and cash in the vehicle.

It is obligatory to use dipped headlights during the day when travelling on major roads outside cities. Extra care should be taken when driving at night.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British passport holders do not require visas for entry into Uruguay and can usually stay for up to three months. You can apply to extend your stay for a further three months if necessary to the Dirección Nacional de Migración. You may wish to obtain further information from their official website page: http://www.minterior.gub.uy/webs/migracion/.

 

If you wish to take up residence in Uruguay you will have to apply to the Immigration authorities for a Residence Permit. For further information on entry regulations in Uruguay check with the Uruguayan Embassy in London: Uruguayan Representation in the UK.

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. You should bear in mind that the Uruguayan Immigration authorities will require this evidence of parental responsibility from the non-travelling parent (Permiso de Menor) if you are travelling with children who have dual nationality (British and Uruguayan nationality). For further information on what will be required by the immigration authorities please contact the Uruguayan Embassy in London: Uruguayan Representation in the UK.

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that comprehensive travel and medical insurance is obtained before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. Medical and dental treatment in Uruguay can be expensive.

 

There are occasional reports of Hepatitis A outbreaks: travellers should check the latest situation with the Department of Health before travelling.

 

For information on health and vaccinations, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

Forest fires can break out during the summer in dry areas.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

Strict customs controls prohibit visitors from importing animal and dairy products, fruit and vegetables. All baggage is normally X-rayed and may be searched on arrival.

 

Credit cards are widely accepted in most major towns, but this is not the case everywhere. UK cash cards can be used in some ATMs in Montevideo and Punta del Este, but not all.

OTHER
Uruguay Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Calle Marco Bruto 1073
11300 Montevideo
P O Box 16024


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(598) (2) 622 3630

(598) (2) 622 3650




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(598) (2) 622 7815 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bemonte@internet.com.uy 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mid-Mar - Mid-Dec: 1200-1600 / 1700-2015
Mid-Dec - Mid-Mar: 1100-1700

Local Time:
Mid-Mar - Mid-Dec: 0900-1300 / 1400-1715
Mid-Dec - Mid-Mar: 0800-1400


	
	Website: 
	 
	http://www.britishembassy.org.uy 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Uruguay 
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