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	Rwanda 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Natural Disasters section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· We advise against all but essential travel to rural areas bordering Burundi and Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). There remains a risk of indiscriminate attacks on Rwanda from rebel groups operating outside the country in the border regions with Burundi and DRC. 

·   

· You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 

You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read Security and General Tips and Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
The incidence of street crime, armed robbery or vehicle hi-jacking is low. Take sensible security precautions. i.e. do not walk in the streets after dark. Do not carry large amounts of money. Do not leave cars unsupervised in the centre of town.

 

Local Travel
 

We advise against all but essential travel to rural areas bordering Burundi and DRC. The border with DRC is liable to close at short notice. A rocket attack on Mutara, Gisenyi province, was reported in November 2004. Incursions and other incidents cannot be ruled out. If travelling to the Parc National des Volcans (also known as Volcanoes Park or the Virunga National Park), or the Nyungwe Forest Park, you should seek up to date advice from the British Embassy in Kigali before you go. Some gorilla-trekking operators cross into eastern DRC. We advise against all travel to eastern DRC. Please see the DRC Travel Advice for more details.

 

Road Safety
 

The road infrastructure from Kigali to all major towns is good. There can be landslides on some of the major roads during the annual rains in late spring and autumn. Road travel after dark should be avoided as roads are unlit and driving standards are poor. Shared taxis (mini-vans) are the most common form of public transport within towns and around the country. However, they are also the most vulnerable to accidents.

 

Air Safety
 

Six carriers fly in and out of Rwanda: SN Brussels, Kenya Airways, Rwandair, Ethiopian Airlines, South African Airways and Air Burundi. Air Burundi is non ICAO/IATA approved.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals can obtain a visa at any major point of entry into Rwanda, free of charge. The maximum duration is three months and you can request single or multiple entry. Anyone travelling to Rwanda more frequently or working there would need to contact the Rwandan Immigration Department for a longer duration visa. Further information is available from: Rwandan representation in the UK
HEALTH
Malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalent in Rwanda. The Rwandan Government considers chloroquine ineffective against malaria. Only limited medical facilities are available. In the event of serious accident or illness an evacuation by air ambulance may be required. It is therefore essential that you take out full insurance cover for medical treatment and accidents. And ensure your vaccinations are up to date. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel >Insurance

 

For further information on health, check the Department of Health’s website at: www.dh.gov.uk or contact your own GP for up to date information.

 

NATURAL DISASTERS
 

The Nyiragongo volcanoes just over Rwanda's north western border with DRC continue to be active following eruption in January 2002.

A powerful earthquake struck the Lake Tanganyika region (on the border of Democratic Republic of Congo and Tanzania) on 5 December 2005. Tremors were felt as far away as Kigali and Nairobi. There were few reports of casualties.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas, please see: What We Can Do To Help
 

You should be aware that the British Embassy in Kigali offers only an Emergency Passport service. All British nationals should register at the British Embassy on arrival.
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Rwanda Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British Embassy
Parcelle No 1131
Boulevard de l'Umuganda
Kacyiru-Sud
BP 576 Kigali


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(250) 584098

(250) 585771

(250) 585773




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(250) 582044 




	
	Email: 
	 
	embassy.kigali@fco.gov.uk General 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 0600-1000/1100-1500
Fri: 0600-1000

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1200/1300-1700
Fri: 0800-1200


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishembassykigali.org.rw 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Rwanda 
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