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	Bahamas 

  


This advice has been reviewed and reissued with amendments to the Summary and Natural Disasters section. The overall level of the advice has not changed.
SUMMARY
· Hurricane Wilma passed the Bahamas on 25 October. The northern Bahamas including Grand Bahama have sustained some damage. You should consult your travel agent to determine whether the area you plan to visit has been affected.
· There is no British High Commission in The Bahamas. For emergency consular assistance, please telephone (+1 242) 327 5309 or (+1 242) 357 9005. Alternatively contact the British High Commission in Kingston, Jamaica (details below).
· Violent crime can be a problem. Much of this is within the local community, but tourists have been the victims of robbery, sometimes armed, particularly when alone or in isolated locations.
· Most visits to the Bahamas are trouble-free.
· The water sports industry in The Bahamas is very poorly regulated. In view of this and a number of recent fatal accidents, we advise you not to rent jet-skis in New Providence and Paradise Island unless you are experienced jet-ski users.
· The threat from terrorism is low. But you should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners.
· We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Terrorism
 
The threat from terrorism is low. You should be aware of the global risk of indiscriminate terrorist attacks which could be against civilian targets, including places frequented by foreigners. Please read "Security and General Tips" and "Risk of Terrorism when Travelling Overseas" pages on the FCO website for further information and advice.

 

Crime
 
Violent crime can be a problem. Much of this is within the local community, but tourists have been the victims of robbery, sometimes armed, particularly when alone or in isolated locations.

 

You should be vigilant at all times. It is not advisable to walk alone away from the main hotels, tourist areas, beaches and downtown Nassau, particularly after dark. Extra care should be taken if travelling on the local bus service after dusk on routes away from the main tourist routes along Cable Beach and East and West Bay Streets. Do not carry large amounts of cash or jewellery. Do not offer resistance in the event of an attempted robbery, as the assailant is likely to be armed.

 

The outlying islands of the Bahamian archipelago (known as the Family or Out Islands) are attracting an increasing number of visitors. These islands are relatively free of crime compared to the main islands of New Providence (Nassau) and Grand Bahama (Freeport) but sensible precautions should still be taken.
 

Local Travel
 
You should note that operators offering sports excursions adjacent to the major tourist hotels are usually independent entrepreneurs and that many of the hotels themselves disclaim responsibility in respect of guests using those services. You may wish to assure yourself, before buying an excursion, that appropriate health and safety precautions are evident and that the operator has adequate insurance cover.

 

Road Safety
 
Although traffic drives on the left-hand side of the road most vehicles are imported from the United States and are left hand drive. Drivers should therefore exercise caution, especially when overtaking.

 

Sea Safety
 
The water sports industry in the Bahamas is very poorly regulated. Every year people are killed or seriously injured by the improper use of jet skis or other watercraft or by the careless or reckless operation of such equipment by others. In view of a number of recent fatal accidents, we advise you not to rent jet-skis in New Providence and Paradise Island unless you are an experienced jet-ski user. If you choose to rent any type of water sports equipment, you should first consider the dangers involved and satisfy yourself that adequate safety precautions are in place. Once satisfied about this, rent only from reputable operators and insist on sufficient training before use. Also ensure that the operator has adequate insurance cover.

LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS
Penalties for possession or trafficking of drugs are severe. Tourists may be offered narcotics in pubs and bars. Police are vigilant. Substantial fines, imprisonment and deportation may result. Pack all luggage yourself and do not carry anything through Customs for anyone else unless you are certain of the contents.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
British nationals visiting the Bahamas do not require visas for visits of up to 3 months. Visitors wishing to extend their stay must apply to the Department of Immigration in Nassau. Penalties for overstaying include fines and detention pending deportation. If employment is intended or the visit is for any reason other than tourism, travellers should seek advice from the Bahamian High Commission: Representation for the Bahamas in the UK.

 

The Bahamas counts as part of the “contiguous territory and islands” for US visa waiver purposes and time spent in The Bahamas counts towards the 90 day maximum permitted stay in the US under this Waiver. British nationals travelling to The Bahamas via the USA (under US visa waiver arrangements) who then wish to return to the USA should seek advice US Immigration and Naturalisation Service or any US diplomatic mission before commencing their journey if they have any doubt about their US visa status. 

 

Single parents or other adults travelling alone with children should be aware that some countries require documentary evidence of parental responsibility before allowing lone parents to enter the country or, in some cases, before permitting the children to leave the country. For further information on exactly what will be required at immigration please contact the Bahamian High Commission in London: Representation for the Bahamas in the UK.

 

All visitors leaving the Bahamas are subject to a cash departure tax of $15.00 (US or Bahamian Dollars).

HEALTH
We strongly recommend that you obtain comprehensive travel and medical insurance before travelling. You should check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for the activities you want to undertake. Please see: Travel Insurance.

Medical treatment is of a good standard but can be expensive. Emergency medical facilities are limited on all the Family Islands and serious cases are transferred to Nassau, Freeport or Miami by air ambulance. You should ensure that your medical insurance covers the cost of air ambulance.

You should also be aware of the prevalence of the HIV/AIDS virus in The Bahamas and take precautions to avoid exposure.

For further information on health, check the Department of Health's website at: www.dh.gov.uk.

NATURAL DISASTERS

The Hurricane Season runs from 1 June to the end of November.

Hurricane Wilma passed the Bahamas on 25 October. The northern Bahamas including Grand Bahama have sustained some damage. You should consult your travel agent to determine whether the area you plan to visit has been affected.

GENERAL
If things go wrong when overseas please see: What We Can Do To Help.

Travellers are advised to carry photocopies of their passport and travel insurance documents and keep the originals in a safe place.

 

Bahamas police have recently notified the public that counterfeit higher denomination notes are in circulation. Visitors should check for a ship watermark and metallic strip on genuine notes and not purchase any currency except at established exchange centres.

 

The British High Commission in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas closed on 29 April 2005. Please address queries to the British High Commission in Kingston, Jamaica.

 

In the event of a genuine consular emergency in The Bahamas, please telephone 1 242 327 5309 or 1 242 357 9005. This number should not be used for passport or visa queries.
OTHER
The Bahamas Country Profile
CONTACT DETAILS 

	
	Address: 
	 
	British High Commission
P O Box 575
28 Trafalgar Road
Kingston 10
Jamaica 


	
	Telephone: 
	 
	(001) (876) 510 0700

(001) (876) 510 0720 Visa enquiries (0800-1200 local, 1300-1800 GMT) 




	
	Facsimile: 
	 
	(001) (876) 511 5304 Management/Commercial 

(001) (876) 511 5303 Chancery 

(001) (876) 510 0738 Immigration 

(001) (876) 511 5335 Consular 




	
	Email: 
	 
	bhckingston@cwjamaica.com 



	
	Office Hours: 
	 
	GMT:
Mon-Thurs: 1300-1800 / 1900-2130
Fri: 1300-1800

Local Time:
Mon-Thurs: 0800-1300 / 1400-1630
Fri: 0800-1300


	
	Website: 
	 
	www.britishhighcommission.gov.uk/jamaica 


	See Also: 
	 
	UK Overseas Mission: Bahamas 


Complements of

Political Asylum Research

And Documentation Service (PARDS) LLC

145 Witherspoon Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08542

www.pards.org
Phone: 1 (609) 497 – 7663

politicalasylum@gmail.com
Internal File: Bahamas(TravelAdvicebyCountry)U.K.Foreign&CommonwealthOffice(October28,2005)

                                                                                        Complements of www.pards.org
                                                                                        Princeton, New Jersey 08542

