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                                                                                      Turkmenistan (February 4, 2005)

                                                                                      Travel Advisory

                                                                                      Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Turkmenistan

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Tuesday, 12 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 04 February 2005, 11:15:16, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. The overall level of the advice has not changed.

Australians in Turkmenistan are advised to exercise caution and monitor developments that might affect their safety. As you would in Australia, use common sense and be alert to suspicious activities. Be aware of concern about the security environment because of a risk of criminal activity. You should be vigilant and watch the media for information about possible new safety or security threats. 

Australians in Turkmenistan should avoid travel to the region bordering Afghanistan due to unrest in Afghanistan.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians in Turkmenistan should avoid travel to the region bordering Afghanistan due to unrest in Afghanistan. The regions bordering Afghanistan, Iran and Uzbekistan, areas of the Caspian coast and Dashoguz have been designated 'restricted zones' and are closed to foreigners without government permission. 

Personal Security 

Street crime, such as pick-pocketing, mugging and theft occurs throughout Turkmenistan. The risk of theft is considerable, particularly on trains. Using official taxis and pre-negotiating fees avoids difficulties with taxi drivers. There are also bandit gangs in the south east of the country. Travelling alone or at night, especially for women, is unsafe. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them. The economy is cash based. US dollars (in good condition only) are used. Travellers’ cheques and credit cards are accepted only in some major hotels. There are no automatic teller machines in Turkmenistan. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Driving in Turkmenistan is hazardous, especially at night, due to poor driving standards and road conditions. Domestic aircraft are subject to uncertain maintenance and safety standards. 

Turkmenistan is located in an active seismic zone and is subject to earthquakes. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences in Turkmenistan are severe and include imprisonment. 

Identity checks are common and identification should be carried at all times. Foreigners may be subject to increased scrutiny from internal security, particularly since an assassination attempt on the country's President in 2002. 

The level of consular assistance the Australian Government can provide to dual nationals who choose to travel on a passport of their other nationality may be very limited. Australia/Turkmenistan dual nationals may be required to perform military service in Turkmenistan. Prior to travel, dual nationals should seek advice from the nearest Turkmenistan Embassy or Consulate. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers are advised to behave and dress conservatively. 

Photography around possibly sensitive sites such as military zones, military assets and/or military personnel, transportation facilities and government buildings should be avoided at all times. 

A Ministry of Culture certificate may be required if artefacts or cultural items are to be taken abroad. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest Embassy or Consulate of Turkmenistan, well in advance of travel. 

Visitors staying in Turkmenistan for more than three days must register with the Office of Visas and Registration (OVIR). Prior to departure visitors must return to an OVIR office to register their departure. 

Australian citizens and permanent residents who use passports of the former Soviet Union to enter Turkmenistan are likely to experience difficulties in dealing with immigration authorities when seeking to depart Turkmenistan. Advice from local authorities on documentation requirements for exit should be sought prior to arrival. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Medical care in Turkmenistan is limited. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australia does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Turkmenistan. Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register at the nearest Australian Embassy. This is in Russia at: 

Australian Embassy 
10a/2 Podkolokolny Pereulok, 
Moscow, Russia 
Telephone (7 095 or 7 503) 956 6070 
Facsimile (7 095 or 7 503) 956 6170 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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