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                                                                                                     Travel Advisory

                                                                                                     Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Pakistan

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Tuesday, 12 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Friday, 03 June 2005, 16:59:36, AEST. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on safety and security. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Pakistan. Australians in Pakistan who are concerned for their safety should consider departing. Australians who consider their presence in Pakistan to be essential are advised to exercise extreme caution. The security situation in Pakistan remains volatile and unpredictable. We continue to receive reports that terrorists in the region are planning attacks against a range of targets, including places frequented by foreigners. 

Security at the Australian High Commission in Islamabad has been strengthened as a precautionary measure and the Government has, since 5 May 2004, authorised the voluntary departure of the dependants of Australian High Commission staff in Islamabad. 

Australians are advised to avoid all travel to the federally-administered tribal areas, and areas adjacent to Pakistan's borders with Afghanistan and India (particularly near the Line of Control in Kashmir) due to security concerns. 

Australians in Pakistan are advised to register with the Australian High Commission via the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on-line registration service.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to Pakistan. Australians in Pakistan who are concerned for their safety should consider departing. Australians who consider their presence in Pakistan to be essential are advised to exercise extreme caution. 

We continue to receive reports suggesting that terrorists are planning attacks against a range of targets in Pakistan. These attacks could occur at any time. They could be directed against any locations known to be frequented by foreigners, as well as premises and symbols associated with the Pakistan Government. Possible terrorist targets include clubs, restaurants, embassies and high commissions, international schools, international hotels, expatriate housing compounds, churches and other places of worship, shopping centres, outdoor recreation events, tourist areas and transport hubs or identifiably western interests, including businesses. Kidnapping of foreigners has been a terrorist tactic in the past and future use of this tactic should not be ruled out. 

Security at the Australian High Commission in Islamabad has been strengthened as a precautionary measure and the Government has, since 5 May 2004, authorised the voluntary departure of the dependants of Australian High Commission staff in Islamabad. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Australians are advised to avoid all travel to the federally-administered tribal areas, and areas adjacent to Pakistan's borders with Afghanistan and India (particularly near the Line of Control in Kashmir) due to security concerns. Foreigners are, in any case, not permitted to travel in these areas without specific approval from relevant authorities. While there has been improvement in India-Pakistan relations since April 2003, the situation could change with little notice. 

The security situation in Pakistan remains volatile and unpredictable. Armed robbery, kidnapping and sectarian violence are serious problems in many parts of Pakistan, particularly in Sindh, Balochistan, the North West Frontier Province and the Northern areas. 

The likelihood of attacks may increase during religious festivals, including the Islamic month of Muharram. In May 2005, 20 people died as a result on an attack on a Shiite religious festival in Islamabad and a Shiite religious procession was attacked by terrorists in Quetta in 2004 resulting in the deaths of 45 people. 

There have been frequent suicide bombings (with several aimed at mosques) and assassinations in the past year, throughout Pakistan, that have resulted in the deaths of bystanders. In May 2005 as attack on a Shi'a mosque in Karachi killed six people. In response to this attack, a group of Shi'as burnt cars, buses and commercial premises (including a western fast food outlet) in the surrounding suburbs, resulting in the deaths of a further six people. Further retaliation in response to these attacks is possible. These incidents underscore the risk of communal and sectarian violence in all areas of Pakistan. 

Public gatherings have been targetted for attacks in the past and demonstrations have turned violent. 

Ongoing attacks on transport, communications and energy infrastructure in Balochistan have intensified in 2005. There have been attacks in 2005 on both Pakistani and foreign workers in these sectors in both Balochistan and other parts of south-west Pakistan. 

Personal Security 

Pick-pocketing and petty theft is common. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Pakistan is in an active seismic zone and is subject to earthquakes. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. 

There are severe penalties for all drug offences in Pakistan, including the death penalty. Even possession of small quantities of soft drugs for recreational purposes attracts jail sentences, heavy fines and deportation. 

Pakistan does not recognise dual nationality. Australians born in Pakistan, or whose father was born in Pakistan, may be considered by authorities to be a Pakistani national even if they do not hold a Pakistani passport. This may limit the ability of the Australian Government to provide consular assistance to Australian/Pakistani dual nationals who are arrested or detained. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities, travellers should dress and behave conservatively. Wearing short-sleeved garments and shorts should be avoided, as should physical contact between men and women in public. Women may be targets of harassment, particularly if they are unaccompanied. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest High Commission or Consulate of Pakistan, well in advance of travel. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Access to the diplomatic enclave in Islamabad, where the High Commission is located, has been restricted by the Pakistani Government for security reasons. Australians wishing to visit the High Commission for passport or consular services are not able to drive into the enclave. Access is on foot from the UN Boulevard entrance to the enclave on Constitution Avenue, or via bus from the National Convention Centre at the corner of Constitution Avenue and Shahrah-E-Kashmir Road. An office in the car park of the Convention Centre has been set up to sell tickets and direct customers to the bus. 

Australians may obtain consular assistance from and should register with: 

Australian High Commission 
Constitution Avenue and Ispahani Road 
Diplomatic Enclave No. 1 
Sector G-5/4 
Islamabad PAKISTAN 
Telephone: (92 51) 282 4345 
Facsimile: (92 51) 282 0112 
E-mail: consular.islm@dfat.gov.au 

Australian Consulate 
2/A/1, 20th Street 
Phase V Defence Society 
Karachi 75500 PAKISTAN 
Telephone: (92 21) 586 4905 
Facsimile: (92 21) 587 0843 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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