                                                                                                 Page: 1 of 4

                                                                                                 Nigeria (December 8, 2004)

                                                                                                 Travel Advisory

                                                                                                 Government of Australia


Travel Advisory: Nigeria

Government of Australia

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

This Advice is current for Monday, 11 July 2005. 
The Advice was issued on Wednesday, 08 December 2004, 16:54:15, AEDT. 
This advice has been reviewed and reissued. It contains new information on Safety and Security and Health Issues. The overall level of the advice has not changed. 

Australians in Nigeria should exercise a high degree of caution. The risk of terrorist attacks against Western interests remains. Civil unrest can occur without warning and crime rates are high. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the riverine area in Bayelsa, Delta and Rivers States in south-eastern Nigeria. Violent protests against foreign oil companies in the area are common and conflict between different tribal groups continues. 

Australians are also advised to defer non-essential travel to the central, northern and southeastern regions of Nigeria including the cities of Kaduna, Jos and Kano and the Bakassi Peninsula. Inter-comunal violence and unrest occurs in these areas.

Safety and Security 

Terrorism 

Australian travellers should be aware of the threat of terrorism globally and should read this travel advice in conjunction with the General Advice to Australian Travellers. 

Australians in Nigeria should exercise a high degree of caution. Despite the Nigerian Government's recent strengthening of its counter-terrorism policy, the risk of terrorist attacks against Western interests remains, particularly in commercial and public areas known to be frequented by foreigners such as, but not limited to, hotels, clubs, restaurants, bars, schools, marketplaces, places of worship, outdoor recreation events and tourist areas. 

Civil Unrest/Political Tension 

Unrest and violence can occur without warning throughout Nigeria. Cult or street youth gang violence occurs regularly and can result in fatalities. 

Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the riverine area in Bayelsa, Delta and Rivers States in south-eastern Nigeria. There are regular protests by local youth groups against foreign oil producing companies located in the area. These protests have been violent and have resulted in serious injury and deaths. Some groups have made threats against expatriates in these areas. The conflict between tribal groups in the Niger River delta area continues and expatriate workers, including Australians, have been held hostage as recently as November 2003. 

Australians are also advised to defer non-essential travel to the central, northern and southeastern regions of Nigeria including the cities of Kaduna, Jos and Kano and the Bakassi Peninsula on the border between Nigeria and Cameroon. There has been a continuous pattern of serious inter-communal violence and unrest over recent years in these areas which has led to thousands of deaths. Curfews have been imposed in some areas. There has also been recent unrest in the states of Adamawa, Anambra, Benue, Plateau and Taraba. 

Personal Security 

Violent assault, armed robbery, rape and car-jacking occur throughout Nigeria, especially in Lagos, but also in the capital, Abuja. Criminals have been known to pose as police or military personnel, injured or pregnant women and bogus greeters at the airport. Security risks are heightened, especially at night, in and around the international airport, the road between the airport and Lagos, and when travelling unaccompanied in taxis. Pre-arranged collection/drop off airport arrangements can help to minise risks. It is not safe for travellers to use public transport as assaults and robberies are common. 

There have also been incidents where visitors have been collected from their hotel by imposters claiming to represent the company where the visitor has an appointment. The visitors have then been abducted and robbed. It is advisable to make sure you can identify any person collecting you from your hotel and to be suspicious of any last minute changes in arrangements. Personal information should not be disclosed unnecessarily. 

Prior to travel, Australians should ensure they have a variety of financial options available to them including credit cards, travellers' cheques and US Dollars cash. Australians should consult their automatic teller machine (ATM) card provider for information about overseas services and availability. Not all overseas ATMs accept Australian cards. Credit card fraud is a problem in Nigeria. Facilities for changing travellers cheques are limited. 

Australians should only carry sufficient cash for their daily needs, secure their valuables against theft and avoid displays of wealth at all times. Photocopies of valuables such as passport, tickets, driving licence and travellers' cheques should be kept separately from the originals. 

In many countries, passports are a prime target of theft for illegal purposes. Your passport should always be kept in a safe place, as considerable inconvenience and disruption to travel plans may result from its theft or loss. If your passport is lost or stolen overseas, contact the nearest Australian Embassy, High Commission or Consulate as soon as possible. 

Local Conditions 

Commercial fraud is prevalent in, and emanates from, Nigeria. Criminals have been known to,seek details of 'safe' bank account overseas in which to transfer large sums of money (as a donation or for a percentage of the amount involved). They can also provide fake cashier cheques for 'urgent' shipments of large quantities of goods, request sizeable fees for a fake Nigerian government contract or to supply crude oil and extort money from individuals they have convinced to travel to Nigeria for a business opportunity. Victims of Nigerian financial scams are advised to obtain legal advice and not to travel to Nigeria to seek restitution as there is a risk of physical assault from the perpetrators of such crimes. 

There have also been reports of phone calls that are made to relatives in Australia from alleged hospitals or doctors in Nigeria claiming that an Australian traveller has been injured and money is required to be sent for medical treatment. Relatives in Australia should ensure that the contact is genuine as this is a common method of extorting money. Any requests for money from Nigeria should be treated with caution. 

Driving in Nigeria can be hazardous, especially at night, as many roads are in poor condition. Local driving habits, poorly maintained vehicles, pedestrians, and inadequate road lighting also pose risks. Vehicle checkpoints are common throughout the country. 

There are serious doubts about the maintenance and safety of some Nigerian registered aircraft operating internal flights within Nigeria, and there have been some accidents causing large loss of life. 

Seafarers are advised that piracy occurs in the Baylesa area of the Niger delta. There have been a number of fatal attacks this year. This advice should be read in conjunction with our travel bulletin on piracy at sea. 

The rainy season extends from May to October and some roads may become impassable. In the event of a natural disaster, local authorities will provide advice. 

Local Law and Customs 

Australians are reminded that when overseas, they are subject to local laws. Local laws and legal processes can be very different from those in Australia. A violation of local laws may result in a jail sentence, served in a local prison. Consular assistance cannot override local law, even where local laws may appear harsh or unjust by Australian standards. Penalties for drug offences are severe and include imprisonment. 

It is illegal to export African art from Nigeria, particularly antiques, without written authorisation from the Department of Antiquities. 

Consistent with local custom and sensitivities of the Muslim tradition, there is a need to behave and dress conservatively, especially in Central and Northern regions of Nigeria where Islamic Sharia Law is being introduced and increasingly enforced. 

Some Australian criminal laws, including - but not limited to - those relating to money laundering, bribery of foreign public officials, terrorism and child sex tourism, have extraterritorial effect. Australians who commit such offences outside of Australia may be prosecuted in Australia for those offences. 

Australian authorities are committed to combating sexual exploitation of children by Australians overseas. Australians may be prosecuted at home under Australian child sex tourism laws. These laws provide severe penalties of up to 17 years imprisonment for Australians who engage in sexual activity with children under 16 while outside of Australia. 

Entry and Exit Requirements 

Visa conditions are subject to change. For up-to-date visa information, Australians should contact the nearest High Commission, Embassy or Consulate of Nigeria, well in advance of travel. 

The Nigerian immigration authorities have introduced registration requirements for all resident expatriates who are not nationals of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Australians, including children of secondary school age, need to apply for a combined Expatriate Residence Permit and Alien's Card (CERPAC) at a cost of US dollars 350 annually, when their existing Resident Permit expires. 

Health Issues 

For information on prevalent diseases and inoculations, travellers should consult their doctor, travel clinic or the World Health Organization (WHO). Further information can be found in our 'Travelling Well' brochure. 

Health services in Nigeria are limited and basic. There are regular outbreaks of cholera and malaria and HIV/AIDS are prevalent. 

Travel and Health Insurance 

Travel and health insurance is strongly recommended for all overseas travel. Travellers should check with their insurer to make sure that their policy meets their needs. In particular, travellers should seek advice from their insurer on what type of circumstances and activities are the subject of exclusions in their policy. 

Consular Assistance and Registration 

Australians may obtain consular assistance and should register with: 

Australian High Commission 
2940 Aguiyi Ironsi Street 
Maitama, Abuja 
Nigeria 
Telephone (234 9) 413 5226 
Facsimile (234 9) 413 5227 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade offers an on-line registration service. The registration information provided by you will help us to find you in an emergency - whether it is a natural disaster, civil disturbance or a family emergency. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra may be contacted on (02) 6261 3305. 
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