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COUNTRY DESCRIPTION:  Tajikistan, a developing country, is a constitutional, democratic, and secular republic with presidential rule.  Tourist facilities are undeveloped, and many goods and services taken for granted in other countries are unavailable.  Read the Department of State Background Notes on the Republic of Tajikistan for additional information. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS/EXIT REQUIREMENTS:   A passport and visa are required to enter Tajikistan, as well as to register at hotels.  Failure to produce a valid visa may force a traveler to leave the country immediately.  Tajik visas can be obtained at Tajik embassies or consulates abroad.  Tajik visas can also be obtained at the Dushanbe airport upon arrival only through prior arrangement with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan.  Visitors to Tajikistan require an official invitation from a sponsoring organization or individual.  Furthermore, entry into Tajikistan at points along the Gorno-Badakhshan border requires special authorization in advance, in addition to a valid Tajik visa.  Tajik authorities advise that sponsoring organizations in Tajikistan submit requests for travel authorization for the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Department of Visas and Registration (OVIR) at least three weeks in advance of the planned travel.  

Tajik authorities advise that requests for visas for U.S. citizens need to be submitted by sponsoring organizations or individuals to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or OVIR (Department of Visas and Registration) at least two weeks in advance of the planned travel.  Travelers who would like their visas extended need to apply for extension in advance through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (official travelers) or OVIR (tourist or commercial travelers).  Travelers staying in Tajikistan three days or longer must obtain registration stamps at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or OVIR, depending on whether the purpose of the visit to Tajikistan is for official or personal travel.  

The government of Tajikistan requires visitors who remain in country for more than 90 days to present a medical certificate showing that they are HIV-free, or to submit to an HIV test in Tajikistan.  HIV is a growing health threat in Tajikistan. 

See our Foreign Entry Requirements brochure for more information on the Republic of Tajikistan and other countries.  Visit the Embassy of Tajikistan in Washington web site for the most current visa information: http://www.tjus.org. 

Note: Departure options from Tajikistan may be limited in an emergency.  U.S. citizens, their family members, and their dependents can maximize departure options by obtaining extended visas for travel to countries with reliable connections to Tajikistan, including Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, and India.  Other destinations, via flights once a week, are Turkey and Germany, which do not require American citizens to obtain visas in advance.  Please note, however, that in certain emergency situations, flights may be suspended.
 
Find more information about Entry and Exit Requirements pertaining to dual nationality and the prevention of international child abduction.  Please refer to our Customs Information to learn more about customs regulations. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY:  Tajikistan’s weak economy and its location on the border of Afghanistan have created a number of serious security problems, to include trafficking in drugs, persons, and weapons from Afghanistan and the activities of organized crime entities.  

In addition, supporters of extremist groups such as the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), the Islamic Jihad Group and al-Qaeda remain active in Central Asia, including in Tajikistan.  These groups have expressed anti-U.S. sentiments and they may attempt to target U.S. Government or private interests in the region.  Attacks against foreign interests in Central Asia have occurred within the past year.  Terrorists do not distinguish between official and civilian targets and travelers should increase their vigilance in areas Westerners congregate.  Because of increased security at official U.S. facilities, terrorists may seek softer targets such as residential areas, clubs, restaurants, hotels and other less-protected venues where Westerners may be present. 

In January 2005, a car bomb exploded outside a Tajikistani Government facility in Dushanbe, killing one person.  The perpetrators of this incident have not been identified.  In June 2005, another explosion occurred outside the same facility, this time with no fatalities reported.  Though these incidents were not directed against U.S. interests, they highlight the importance of paying careful attention to your surroundings. 

From time to time, the U.S. Embassy may suspend or otherwise restrict the travel of U.S. Embassy personnel to certain parts of Tajikistan.  Embassy personnel are currently required to take bodyguards and an armored vehicle when they travel in the following areas:  in the eastern part of Tajikistan from Dushanbe and the Rasht Valley towards Khorog and the Pamirs (Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region); in southern Tajikistan within 5 miles of the Tajik-Afghan border; and in the northwest part of Tajikistan when traveling off the main road to the Sogd region (for instance, to visit a local village).  In addition, driving along any part of the Tajik-Afghan border after dark is dangerous.  Embassy staff in Dushanbe works out of an interim Embassy facility while a new, full-service Embassy is being constructed in another section of the city.  

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s Internet web site at http://travel.state.gov where the current Travel Warnings and Public Announcements, including the Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, can be found. 

Up-to-date information on safety and security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the U.S., or for callers outside the U.S. and Canada, a regular toll-line at 1-202-501-4444.  These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). 

The Department of State urges American citizens to take responsibility for their own personal security while traveling overseas.  For general information about appropriate measures travelers can take to protect themselves in an overseas environment, see the Department of State’s pamphlet A Safe Trip Abroad. 

CRIME:  Tajikistan is a country with a struggling economy and widespread unemployment.  This has resulted in incidents of street crime, in addition to the organized crime mentioned in the previous section on "Safety and Security."  People perceived to have money, including foreigners, may be targeted for common street crime such as pick-pocketing and mugging, as well as for more violent incidents such as armed robbery and residential break-ins.  

The Embassy reminds visitors to be prudent in their own personal security, whether within the city limits of Dushanbe or in more remote areas of the country.  Americans should be aware that the danger increases after dark, and they are advised to use caution when traveling alone or on foot after dark.  The U.S. Embassy encourages visitors to travel in pairs and to notify colleagues of their whereabouts when not working, especially during evening hours.  Travelers are also encouraged to carry a copy of their passport (separate from your wallet) to speed up issuance of a new passport in case of theft. 
Local taxis and buses should be avoided, both as a safety precaution and crime prevention measure.  Any confrontation with police officials should be considered serious and reported to the Embassy.  There have recently been occasions in Dushanbe of police corruption under the guise of exacting “fines” for alleged illegal conduct. 
 
INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME:  The loss or theft abroad of a U.S. passport should be reported immediately to the local police and the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  If you are the victim of a crime while overseas, in addition to reporting to local police, please contact the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate for assistance.  The Embassy/Consulate staff can, for example, assist you to find appropriate medical care, contact family members or friends and explain how funds could be transferred.  Although the investigation and prosecution of the crime is solely the responsibility of local authorities, consular officers can help you to understand the local criminal justice process and to find an attorney if needed.  

See our information for Victims of Crime. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES AND HEALTH INFORMATION:  The quality of Tajikistan’s medical infrastructure is significantly below Western standards, with severe shortages of basic medical supplies, including disposable needles, anesthetics, and antibiotics.  Many trained medical personnel left the country during and following the civil war.  Elderly travelers and those with pre-existing health problems may be at particular risk due to inadequate medical facilities. 

Significant disease outbreaks are possible due to population shifts and a decline in some immunization coverage among the general population.  There have been outbreaks of typhoid in the Dushanbe area and in the south, and the risk of contracting malaria, cholera, and water-borne illnesses is high.  Throughout Central Asia, rates of infection of various forms of hepatitis and tuberculosis (including drug-resistant strains) are on the rise.  It is advised to drink only bottled or thoroughly boiled water while in Tajikistan. 

Information on vaccinations and other health precautions, such as safe food and water precautions and insect bite protection, may be obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s hotline for international travelers at 1-877-FYI-TRIP (1-877-394-8747) or via the CDC’s Internet site at http://www.cdc.gov/travel.  For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad consult the World Health Organization’s (WHO) website at http://www.who.int/en.  Further health information for travelers is available at http://www.who.int/ith. 

MEDICAL INSURANCE:  The Department of State strongly urges Americans to consult with their medical insurance company prior to traveling abroad to confirm whether their policy applies overseas and whether it will cover emergency expenses such as a medical evacuation.  Please see our information on medical insurance overseas. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY AND ROAD CONDITIONS:  While in a foreign country, U.S. citizens may encounter road conditions that differ significantly from those in the United States.  The information below concerning Tajikistan is provided for general reference only, and it may not be totally accurate in a particular location or circumstance. 

Travel to, from, and within Tajikistan is difficult and unreliable.  Neighboring countries may unilaterally close borders.  Road travel outside of Dushanbe can be made difficult by checkpoints where police or soldiers are armed.  They have been known to shoot if vehicles do not stop upon request.  Vehicles with non-governmental Tajik license plates are refused permission to enter Uzbekistan.  A change of vehicles at the Uzbek border may be required.  Road travel should be undertaken only in daylight hours and on routes known to the traveler or a reliable escort.  Those traveling to Khorog via car should do so only during daylight hours.  The roads traverse mountainous terrain along the Afghan border that is difficult to navigate, even in daylight hours.  Public transportation vehicles in the city are often overcrowded and not always safe.  If you are driving, be vigilant because pedestrians often tend to cross the street at inappropriate places or walk along the highway without paying attention to vehicular traffic.  Bus services between major cities have been severely disrupted by border closures and should not be relied upon.  The State Traffic Inspectorate (GAI), which has checkpoints in many cities and at regular intervals along all highways outside the city, frequently stops vehicles for inspection of the vehicle and the driver’s documents.  

Emergency phone numbers:  police – 02, ambulance – 03, state traffic control (GAI) duty officer – 35-45-45.
 
Please refer to our Road Safety page for more information.  

AVIATION SAFETY OVERSIGHT:  As there is no direct commercial air service between the United States and Tajikistan, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has not assessed Tajikistan ’s Civil Aviation Authority for compliance with ICAO international aviation safety standards.  For more information, travelers may visit the FAA’s Internet web site at http://www.faa.gov/safety/programs_initiatives/oversight/iasa. 

Flights in Tajikistan may be canceled or substantially delayed, and commercial charter flights are frequently overloaded with merchandise. 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES:   Tajikistan is a cash-only economy.  International banking services are limited, but ATM machines have been installed in several locations.  Cash is dispensed in both U.S. and local currency.  Few establishments in the country accept credit cards and none accept traveler's checks.  Tajikistan's national currency is the Somoni, which is convertible.  Please contact the U.S.-Tajikistan Chamber of Commerce, 1250 24th St., N.W. Suite 350, Washington D.C. 20037, telephone (202) 776-7770, for information on currency restrictions. 

Tajik customs authorities may subject all items that are imported into or exported from Tajikistan to a high level of scrutiny.  The Government of Tajikistan may enforce strict customs regulations against those who import and export goods.  The export of antiques and cultural valuables requires special permission.  There are also currency restrictions.  Travelers must fill out a Customs Declaration Form upon arrival in Tajikistan, have it stamped by Tajik customs officials at the port of entry and retain the form until departure to demonstrate that the travelers are not leaving Tajikistan with more money than they brought into the country.  Please contact the U.S.-Tajikistan Chamber of Commerce, 1250 24th St., N.W., Suite 350, Washington, D.C. 20037, telephone (202) 776-7770 or the Embassy of the Republic of Tajikistan in the United States, 1005 New Hampshire Avenue, Washington, D.C., 20037; telephone (202) 223-6090, fax:  (202) 223-6091, e-mail: tajikistan@verizon.net, web site: http://www.tjus.org for specific information about customs requirements.  Please see our information on customs regulations. 

Within three days of arrival in Tajikistan, travelers staying in Tajikistan three days or longer must register their Tajik visas at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the Department of Visas and Registration under the Ministry of Interior (OVIR), depending on whether the purpose of the visit to Tajikistan is for official or personal travel.  Immigration authorities may deny the departure of travelers who failed to register their visas until they pay the fine and obtain the registration stamps at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or OVIR. 

The Republic of Tajikistan does not recognize dual citizenship with most countries, including the United States (with the exception of the few cases when the dual citizenship is regulated by a special interstate agreement on dual citizenship signed between Tajikistan and another state).  Dual nationals who attempt to leave Tajikistan on U.S. passports without valid Tajik visas in them are likely to have problems with immigration authorities upon departing Tajikistan. 

Travelers to Tajikistan are subject to frequent document inspections by local police.  U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to carry copies of their U.S. passports and Tajik visas at all times, so that, if questioned by local officials, proof of identity and U.S. citizenship are readily available.  Taking photographs of anything that could be perceived as being of military or security interest may result in problems with the authorities.  In accordance with the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations and certain bilateral agreements, local authorities must grant a U.S. Consular officer access to any U.S. citizen who is arrested.  U.S. citizens who are arrested or detained should ask to contact the U.S. Embassy immediately. 

Tajikistan is an earthquake-prone country.  General information about natural disaster preparedness is available via the Internet from the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at http://www.fema.gov/. 

CRIMINAL PENALTIES:  While in a foreign country, a U.S. citizen is subject to that country's laws and regulations, which sometimes differ significantly from those in the United States and may not afford the protections available to the individual under U.S. law.  Penalties for breaking the law can be more severe than in the United States for similar offenses.  Persons violating Tajikistan laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned.  Penalties for possession, use, or trafficking in illegal drugs in Tajikistan are severe, and convicted offenders can expect long jail sentences and heavy fines.  Engaging in sexual conduct with children or using or disseminating child pornography in a foreign country is a crime, prosecutable in the United States.  Please see our information on Criminal Penalties.  

CHILDREN'S ISSUES:  For information on international adoption of children and international parental child abduction, see the Office of Children’s Issues website.
 
REGISTRATION/EMBASSY LOCATIONS:   Americans living or traveling in Tajikistan are encouraged to register with the U.S. Embassy in Dushanbe through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Tajikistan.  Americans without Internet access should register directly with the U.S. Embassy in Dushanbe as soon as possible after arrival.  By registering, American citizens make it easier for the Embassy to contact them in case of emergency.  The U.S. Embassy is located at 10 Pavlova Street, Dushanbe, telephone (24-hour operator) 011 (992)(372) 21-03-48/50/52, 21-20-57 or 24-15-60,fax 011 (992)(372) 21-03-62 or 51-00-29, web site: http://dushanbe.usembassy.gov In Dushanbe, Embassy staff work out of an interim Embassy facility.  Some consular services for Tajikistan are handled in coordination with the U.S. Embassy in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  The U.S. Embassy in Almaty is located at 97 Zholdasbekova St., Samal-2, Almaty 480099, tel. 7-3272-50-48-02, fax:  7-3272-50-48-84, web site: http://www.usembassy-kazakhstan.freenet.kz.  U.S. citizens are reminded that resources limit the availability of some consular services in Dushanbe, including those of an emergency nature such as emergency passport issuances. 

*      *      *

This replaces the Consular Information Sheet dated May 19, 2005, to update sections on, Entry/Exit Requirements, Safety and Security, Crime, Information for Victims of Crime, Medical Insurance, Traffic Safety and Road Conditions, Aviation Safety Oversight, Special Circumstances, and Criminal Penalties.
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