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	1. INTRODUCTION

Section 11 of this Travel Report has been updated.

2. ATTENTION

Please see our Current Issue for further information on Typhoon Matsa.

3. SAFETY AND SECURITY

Most Canadian visitors to China do not experience problems. 

Isolated acts of violence, including bombings and protests, occur. Foreigners do not appear to be targets. Demonstrations are often illegal and should be avoided. Participants may be subject to severe legal action.

Crime against foreigners occurs, especially in major cities and tourist areas. Violent crime is relatively rare, although foreigners have been attacked and robbed, particularly in popular expatriate bar areas of Beijing and Shanghai. 

Foreigners have also been attacked in the shopping district of Shenzhen, located across the border from Hong Kong. Canadians should be extremely vigilant while in Shenzhen and surrounding areas. Police presence is poor in areas bordering on Burma (Myanmar), Laos, Pakistan, Siberia, and Vietnam. There is a risk of armed bandit attacks in remote parts of China. 

Petty crime, such as pickpocketing, purse snatching, and theft of mobile phones and laptop computers, is prevalent, even during the day. Travellers should be vigilant in all crowded locations, including tourist sites, trade fairs, restaurants, coffee shops, Internet cafés, markets, and department stores. Do not carry large sums of money. Secure valuables, including passports, in hotel safe-deposit facilities. Copies of passports/ID and a small supply of cash should be carried separate from other valuables.

Petty crime and sexual harassment occur on buses and overnight trains. Ensure that the train compartment contains packages belonging only to you and other occupants. Store personal belongings in a safe place and do not leave the compartment unattended. Doors should be securely locked.

4. LOCAL TRAVEL

Drive defensively, as traffic accidents are a common cause of death and injury. Road conditions are different from those in Canada. Poor driving standards and poor road conditions make travelling hazardous. Travelling after dark outside major cities is not recommended, as road conditions could be dangerous. Neither Canadian nor international driving licences are recognized in China. Foreigners must hold a foreigner residence permit and meet local requirements to obtain a Chinese driver's licence.

Ferry incidents have occurred in China due to the overcrowding of some vessels. Exercise caution and common sense when using marine transportation and do not board ferries that are overloaded. 

Pirate attacks and armed robbery against ships in the South China Sea occur. Mariners should take appropriate precautions. For additional information, see the Weekly Piracy Report published by the Commercial Crime Services division of the International Chamber of Commerce.

5. NATURAL DISASTERS AND CLIMATE

China is located in an active seismic zone. Canadians should know the address and telephone number of the Embassy of Canada in Beijing or the nearest consulate (see below) in the event of an emergency.

The rainy (or monsoon) season extends from July to October. Severe rainstorms can cause flooding and hamper the provision of essential services. Flooding is common in central, western, and southern China. The Karakoram and Khunjerab pass routes can be hazardous due to landslides. Typhoons are common along the southern and eastern coasts. Travellers should keep informed of regional weather forecasts and plan accordingly.

Air pollution is severe, especially in heavily industrialized areas; levels change quickly and should be closely monitored. Travellers with respiratory problems should take this health risk into account and consult with their physician prior to travelling.

6. LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS

You are subject to local laws, including those relating to public protests and demonstrations. A serious violation may lead to a jail or a death sentence. Jail sentences will be served in local prisons. Canadian consular officials can provide a list of local lawyers upon request.

Canadians arrested or detained have the right to contact the responsible Canadian government office (embassy, high commission, etc.) listed below. There is a consular agreement in place between the governments of Canada and China that obliges Chinese authorities to notify the embassy or relevant consulate without delay when a Canadian is arrested or detained, provided that the person used a Canadian passport to enter China. Canadians who are arrested or detained should state clearly to the public security authorities that they wish to contact the embassy. 

Foreign Affairs Canada publishes a booklet, A Guide for Canadians Imprisoned Abroad, specifically targeted at incarcerated Canadians. Its prime objective is to inform Canadian detainees, their families, and friends about available assistance and advice.

Canadians of Chinese origin are strongly advised to travel using their Canadian passport, to obtain a Chinese entry visa, and to present themselves as Canadian to Chinese authorities at all times.

Dual nationality is not recognized. Recognition of Canadian citizenship is not automatic. Chinese authorities will consider you a citizen of the country that issued the passport you used to enter China. If you are a dual national and used the passport of your other nationality to enter China, Canadian officials will not be allowed consular access to you.

The ability of Canadian officials to provide consular services to Canadians who have used their Chinese or Hong Kong travel documents to enter mainland China is limited. Canadian officials are unable to assist detained Canadians who enter China with their Hong Kong ID. Furthermore, Chinese authorities will refuse Canadian consular officials access to detained Canadians of Chinese origin who have travelled to Canada on a Chinese Public Affairs passport and did not subsequently return to China, or who travelled to Canada at state expense and then did not return to China. In such cases, Chinese authorities consider these persons to be Chinese citizens until they have officially renounced their Chinese citizenship and settled any outstanding financial obligations. Canadians of Chinese origin should carefully consider these issues before returning to China. Canadians can obtain additional information from Foreign Affairs Canada before departure.

For more information, see our publication entitled Dual Citizenship: What Travellers Should Know.

Canadian business travellers have been detained and had their passports confiscated as a result of business disputes with their Chinese counterparts. Seek legal advice from professionals in China, as well as in Canada, before proceeding with business agreements or arrangements. Ensure that all documents are translated, so that conditions, terms, and limitations are understood. Disputes are often costly and prolonged.

Drug offenders receive severe penalties, including the death sentence.

There are restrictions on certain religious activities, such as preaching, distributing literature, and associating with unapproved religious groups, including some Christian, Buddhist, and Muslim organizations. The Falun Gong movement has been banned in China. Participants in Falun Gong activities or Falun Gong-related demonstrations are subject to legal action that may include detention, deportation, arrest, and imprisonment.

Some defence lawyers may be reluctant to accept cases involving foreigners. Canadians who experience such difficulty should consult with the Embassy of Canada in Beijing.

Photography of military installations or government buildings may result in a penalty. Travellers should seek permission from local authorities before taking photographs.

7. ASSISTANCE FOR CANADIANS ABROAD

You can obtain consular assistance and further information at the following addresses:

China - BEIJING, Embassy of Canada
Address: Consular Section, 19 Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chao Yang District, Beijing 100600, People's Republic of China
Tel.: 86 (10) 6532-3536 
Fax: 86 (10) 6532-5544
E-mail: beijing.consular@international.gc.ca
Internet: http://www.beijing.gc.ca
Consular district: The embassy's consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Beijing, Tianjin, Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Shandong, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Xijiang, Hebei, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, and Jiangxi.

China - CHONGQING, Consulate of Canada
Address: Room 1705, Metropolitan Tower, Wu Yi Lu, Yu Zhong District, Chongqing 400010, People's Republic of China
Tel.: 86 (23) 6373-8007 
Fax: 86 (23) 6373-8026
E-mail: chonq@international.gc.ca
Internet: http://www.chongqing.gc.ca
Consular district: The consulate's consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Chongqing, Sichuan, Yunnan, and Guizhou.

China - GUANGZHOU, Consulate General of Canada
Address: China Hotel Office Tower, Suite 801, Liu Hua Lu, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510015, People's Republic of China
Tel.: 86 (20) 8666-0569 
Fax: 86 (20) 8667-0267
E-mail: ganzucanadaconsul@international.gc.ca
Internet: http://www.guangzhou.gc.ca
Consular district: The consulate general's consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, and Hainan.

China - HONG KONG, Consulate General of Canada
Address: 14th Floor, One Exchange Square, Central, Hong Kong SAR, People's Republic of China
Postal Address: P.O. Box 11142 Central, Hong Kong SAR, China
Tel.: 85 (2) 2810-4321 
Fax: 85 (2) 2810-6736
E-mail: hkong-cs@international.gc.ca
Internet: http://www.international.gc.ca/hongkong
Consular district: The consulate general's consular district includes Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions.

China - SHANGHAI, Consulate General of Canada
Address: American International Centre,West Tower, Suite 604, 1376 Nanjing Xi Lu, Shanghai 200040, People's Republic of China
Tel.: 86 (21) 6279-8400 
Fax: 86 (21) 6279-8401
E-mail: shngi@international.gc.ca
Internet: http://www.shanghai.gc.ca
Consular district: The consulate general's consular district includes the following provinces/regions of China: Jiangsu, Anhui, Zhejiang, and the city of Shanghai.

Canadians should register with the Embassy of Canada in Beijing if they are going to be in China for longer than three months. Registration can be done on-line. Please complete all the required fields. Once you leave the country, please advise the Embassy of Canada in Beijing in order to ensure that the list of Canadians in China is accurate.

For emergency assistance after hours, call the Embassy of Canada in Beijing and follow the instructions. You may also call the Department in Ottawa toll-free at 10800-1400125 or use the services offered by Canada Direct.

Canada Direct, offered by Canada's major telecommunications companies, provides travellers with toll-free and hassle-free access to the Canadian telephone network. The Canada Direct access number from China is 108-186, where a Canadian operator is always available. For more information, call 1 800 561-8868 or visit the Canada Direct Web site.

8. ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS

It is the sole prerogative of each country to determine who is allowed to enter. All countries have special requirements for persons intending to reside for extended periods (usually more than 90 days) or who plan to work, study, or engage in non-tourist activities. To obtain information on specific entry requirements, contact the nearest diplomatic or consular office of the country or countries to be visited. Conditions are subject to change.
 
Selling, altering, or allowing another person to use your passport is a criminal offence. It could lead to the laying of charges and imprisonment if convicted. It could also lead to the denial of future passport services.

Any adult travelling with children may be required to show evidence of parental/custodial and/or access rights. Foreign and Canadian authorities may also require evidence that the adult has the consent of the parents, legal guardian, and/or the court to travel with the children. Some countries may not permit children to enter or, in some cases, leave the country without proper documentation such as a letter of consent or a court order.

A valid Canadian passport is required for Canadians intending to visit China. The passport must be valid for at least six months beyond the date of your expected departure from the country. Canadians must also be in possession of a visa. Visas should be obtained prior to departure. Transit visas are not required for travellers who are on continuing international flights, who hold tickets on connecting flights, or who will remain at the airport for no more than 24 hours while awaiting transit. Travellers who wish to leave the airport while awaiting transit must request a stopover permit from the Chinese border authorities at the airport. Travellers visiting Hong Kong or Macao from mainland China should ensure they obtain visas allowing multiple entries.

The Government of the People's Republic of China has modified requirements for the issuance of visas to Canadian citizens born in Hong Kong, Macao, or Taiwan. Visas will no longer be issued to Canadian passport holders whose place of birth is inscribed as Hong Kong HKG, Macao MAC, or (city name) TWN. Canadian passports issued to Canadians born in Hong Kong, Macao or Taiwan are now issued only with the place of birth and not the three-letter country code.

For further information on China's new visa rules, please refer to the Passport Office Web site. 

All foreigners (tourists, visitors, and long-term residents) must register their place of residence with the local Public Security Bureau within 24 hours of arrival. If you are in a hotel, registration is done as part of the check-in process. Those staying with family or friends in a private home must also observe this requirement. Failure to do so can result in fines and/or detention.

In April 2004, the Government of China announced that, as a preventive measure, all travellers are subject to medical screening upon entry into China. Persons with symptoms of SARS (temperature over 38 degrees Celsius) must undergo further medical examination. 

A health declaration card must be completed upon arrival. HIV-positive status is grounds for refusal of entry or deportation. Anyone applying for permanent residence, or intending to stay or study for longer than one year, must either produce upon arrival an HIV test certificate (approved by a Chinese embassy or consulate abroad) or undergo a test within 20 days. The test should be conducted in Canada, as sanitary conditions are often substandard in local Chinese hospitals.

Police authorities (Public Security Bureau) are rigorously enforcing visa validity and residency registration requirements for foreigners. There have been raids and spot-checks in residential areas of Beijing. Keep your documentation current at all times. Foreigners are obliged to carry some form of identification (passport or permanent residence card) at all times and present it to police authorities on demand.

Permission is required for travel to Tibet. Travel is permitted only with an organized tour group or a package, which can be arranged through a reputable travel agency, either outside or within China. Agencies that sell packages will also take care of obtaining the necessary permit.

Tourist Visa: Required
Business Visa: Required
Student Visa: Required
Working Visa: Required

Special and diplomatic passport holders should verify visa requirements for this and other countries, as they may differ from those that apply to regular passport holders.

Canadians who intend to reside in China are advised that only one pet (a dog or cat) per person can be imported. A Canadian animal health inspection certificate and vaccination certificate should be stamped by your local office of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Animals without the proper documentation will be held in quarantine at the port of arrival and could be destroyed if the proper documentation is not provided.

Although same-sex marriages are legal in Canada, many countries do not recognize them. Attempting to enter as a same-sex married couple may result in refusal by local officials. For more information, contact the foreign government office accredited to Canada.

Foreign Affairs Canada’s Office of Protocol provides contact details for the Embassy of the People's Republic of China and its consulates, where you can obtain further information on entry and exit requirements.

9. MONEY

The currency is the renminbi (RMB). The basic unit of currency is the yuan. Counterfeit renminbi are relatively common, especially in southern China. It is illegal to use foreign currency. Foreign currency should be exchanged at officially approved government facilities only. Any amount over the equivalent of US$6,000 in cash (or equivalent in foreign currencies) must be declared at customs upon arrival in China. The declaration record must be retained to show officials upon departure. Permission is required from a Chinese bank in order to leave with amounts between US$6,000 and US$10,000 (or equivalent in foreign currencies). Travellers are reminded that those who abuse foreign currency regulations will be punished according to Chinese law. Traveller's cheques can be exchanged at most hotels. Credit cards are accepted in hotels and some larger shops.

Check with your bank for information on ATM services in other countries. You can also check the VISA ATM locator page or the MasterCard ATM locator page for the addresses of ATMs around the world. Your bank can advise if you need a new personal identification number (PIN) for overseas access to your account. Credit cards and debit cards should be used with caution due to the potential for fraud and other criminal activity. ATMs should be used during business hours inside a bank, supermarket, or large commercial building. Leave copies of your card numbers with a family member in case of emergency.


10. GENERAL INFORMATION

China (capital: Beijing) is located in east Asia, bordered by Mongolia, Russia, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Burma (Myanmar), India, Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, and Kazakhstan. The official language is Chinese (Mandarin). Tourist facilities are widely available.

Hong Kong and Macao are Special Administrative Regions (SARs) of China. Canadians contemplating travel to China should also review the Travel Reports for China-Hong Kong and China-Macao.

There are many opportunities for teaching English in China. However, Canadians need to be well informed before signing a contract. Ensure that the contract specifies the maximum number of classroom hours per day and per week, maximum work days per week, and vacation periods. Canadians teaching in China, particularly at newly established private secondary schools and private English training centres, have often found their employers unable or unwilling to honour contract terms or to assist in obtaining Chinese employment visas and other permits required for foreigners to teach lawfully in China. Canadians considering travelling to China to work or study should be aware that they may be required to possess medical insurance (400,000 renminbi). It is recommended that this stipulation be verified with the school or employer prior to arriving in China. It is illegal to work on a tourist (L) visa.

Foreign Affairs Canada provides information on a wide range of programs and services related to China: China Perspectives, an overview of Canada's policies toward China; Canadian Government in China, a catalogue of services offered by the Canadian diplomatic missions in China; and the booklet China (Including the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region): A Guide for Canadian Visitors.

Radio Canada International (RCI) broadcasts on shortwave to this country. For a schedule of times and frequency of broadcasts, check the RCI Web site. You may also e-mail RCI at info@rcinet.ca or call 514-597-7500.

11. TRAVEL MEDICINE PROGRAM

The Public Health Agency of Canada and the World Health Organization (WHO) report on disease outbreaks that occur throughout the world. For the latest travel health advisories and related information, visit the Public Health Agency of Canada’s Travel Medicine Program Web site.

The Public Health Agency of Canada is monitoring a disease outbreak in humans associated with an outbreak of Streptococcus suis infection among pigs in China. Further information and recommendations for travellers can be found on the Public Health Agency of Canada's Travel Medicine Program Web site, as well as on the World Health Organization.

The Public Health Agency of Canada continues to closely monitor avian influenza A (H5N1) or "bird flu" activity in Asia and Eastern Europe, including in China. Further information on avian influenza A (H5N1) and recommendations for travellers can be found on the Public Health Agency of Canada's Travel Medicine Web site as well as on the World Health Organization's Web site. For more information, see our Current Issue on Avian Influenza.

The Public Health Agency of Canada strongly recommends that your travel plans include contacting a travel medicine clinic or physician six to eight weeks before departure. Based on your individual risk assessment, a health care professional can determine your need for immunizations and/or preventive medication and advise you on precautions to avoid disease. Travellers are reminded to ensure that their routine (childhood) immunizations (e.g., tetanus, diphtheria, polio, and measles) are up to date.

Standards of medical care may differ from those in Canada. Treatment may be expensive, and payment in advance may be required. Travellers are advised to arrange for medical insurance prior to departure. Prescription medications should be kept in the original container and packed in carry-on luggage.

The Public Health Agency of Canada also recommends that travellers who become sick or feel unwell on their return to Canada seek a medical assessment with their personal physician. Travellers should inform their physician that they have been travelling or living outside of Canada.

12. ADDITIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION

Tibet, Qinghai, parts of Xinjiang, and western Sichuan are situated at altitudes over 3,000 metres (10,000 feet). Travellers to these areas should obtain information on altitude sickness before departure. Hospitals that meet international standards may be found in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and a few other major cities. Travellers should ask doctors and dentists to use sterilized equipment. To obtain a list of doctors and hospitals, contact the Embassy of Canada (address above).

13. RETURNING TO CANADA

Declare everything acquired abroad, whether purchases for yourself or gifts, as well as goods bought at a Canadian or foreign duty-free store. Keep original receipts. Certain items are restricted from entering Canada. If you are considering importing meat or dairy products, plants, vehicles, weapons, cultural property, endangered species or products derived from them, obtain more information from the Canada Border Services Agency, the Canada Firearms Centre, Canadian Heritage, or the office of CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). The booklet I Declare describes what you can and cannot bring back to Canada if you have been away for less than a year.

Transportation companies, such as airlines and rail and bus services, are required to ensure that all passengers that they bring to Canada have satisfactory evidence of their identity and status in Canada, if any. For international travel purposes, the Canadian Certificate of Citizenship (citizenship card) accompanied by a non-Canadian passport is not reliable evidence that the holder is a Canadian citizen. A passport is the only reliable and universally accepted identification document. It proves that you have a right to return to Canada.

Due to increased scrutiny of international travellers by airlines and immigration authorities around the world, Canadian citizens are strongly advised to obtain a Canadian passport prior to initiating travel. Canadian citizens who do not hold a valid Canadian passport should contact the nearest Canadian government office abroad to apply for one.

14. INTERNATIONAL ADOPTIONS

Provincial and territorial authorities in Canada are responsible for authorizing international adoptions. If you are thinking of adopting a child from another country, you must first obtain information about the adoption regulations of the province or territory in which the child will reside. While adoption is a provincial/territorial responsibility, Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) is responsible for allowing an adopted child entry into Canada. Entry can be refused if the child does not hold the appropriate immigrant visa. A visa may be denied, even if the adoption has already been completed. For more information contact CIC at 1 888 242-2100 (in Canada only), check the CIC Web site or contact your provincial or territorial government.

15. TRAVEL TIPS

You should:
a) carry a Canadian passport for all visits outside Canada;
b) keep a photocopy of your passport’s identification page with you;
c) carry passport, tickets, and money separately;
d) keep personal belongings and passports safe and carry only enough money for anticipated expenses;
e) leave a copy of your itinerary and proof of citizenship with family and/or friends;
f) carry legally certified documentation signed by both parents permitting a child under 18 to travel alone or with an adult (i.e., a relative or teacher), or carry legally certified documentation from the absent parent if only one parent escorts the child, in addition to a copy of any separation or divorce decree or death certificate; and
g) not visit unknown or isolated areas without first obtaining information or assistance.

16. HEALTH AND TRAVEL INSURANCE

Do not rely on your provincial health plan to cover all expenses if you get sick or are injured while abroad. It may cover nothing or only a portion of the costs. Understand the terms of your supplementary insurance policy. Some credit cards offer their holders health and travel insurance. Do not assume the card alone provides adequate coverage. Carry details of your insurance with you. Also, tell your travel agent, a friend or relative, and/or travelling companion how to contact your insurer. Get a detailed invoice from the doctor or hospital before you return to Canada. Always submit original receipts for any medical services or prescriptions received abroad. Most insurance companies will not accept copies or faxes.

Cancelling a scheduled trip abroad could cost you money. Before cancelling a scheduled trip, you should discuss the matter with your travel agent, your travel insurer, or the airline. The decision to travel is the sole responsibility of the traveller.

17. FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Consular Affairs Bureau of Foreign Affairs Canada provides: (a) Country Travel Reports detailing safety and security conditions, health advice, and entry requirements; (b) information on Current Issues highlighting current and ongoing situations around the world; (c) daily e-mail Travel Updates notifying you of changes to our Current Issues and Country Travel Reports; (d) a series of free safe-travel publications to help travellers prepare for a safe and problem-free journey; and (e) Country Profiles for over 200 destinations, which include links (when available) to Canadian government offices abroad and information on individual countries and trade and investment.
For additional information, you may contact the Consular Affairs Bureau by telephone: 1 800 267-6788 or 613-944-6788; e-mail: voyage@international.gc.ca; Web site: www.voyage.gc.ca/consular_home-en.asp; and TTY: 613-944-1310 or 1 800 394-3472 (in Canada and the U.S.). Specific information may also be obtained from a consular representative by contacting Canadian government offices abroad.

18. ANNEX

N/A
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